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25X1X%. Recently | ] General CHAO stated the mosl

important single factor in the present situation in northeast China is air trans-_
port, and the most serious bottleneck is the airfield at Chinchow [iwest. zirfield/.
Originally the field was constructed as a training base. So far it has heen suc-
cessfully usad as a fiphter base and, until recently, used also for B-23's, C-46te
and C-47'a. The main runway is now broken down and will not heold C-46%s, which
are the main transport planes of the Chinese Air Force and commercial airlines
flying into Mukden, General CHaQ sald that although air force engineers nave 2
plan to rebuild the Chinchow airfield, thay are unable to get the required 5,000
tons of cement. CHAO stated that they have no mebal landing mats like those uzed
during the war for emergency strips. He wished to know 1i soms mats could be
declared surplus by the United States. According to the blueprints of the pro-
posed plan for improving and repairing tho field {which have been inspected by

25x1 Xl 1), the strip is to be repaired by using metal sats 1,000
meters long by GO meters wide, These would be placaed at the end of the 5C0 meter
strip, which is in good repair.

25X1X4

2. At this time only six C-47's can use the Chinchow (Chinhsien) airfield because of
the poor condition of the strip and the lack of parking space. Theze are C.A.F,
planes hauling ammunition; each plane makes threes Ilights to Mukden each cay.
There are also ten comazercial C-46's from North Chinma which carry anly focd; be-
cause of the great distance those planes average only one and a half flights to
Mukden per day, totalling fifteen loads. This is not encugh to meet the emer-
gency in Mukden. The Chinchow air strip could be repaired by ueing landing mats
at one end while making permanent repairs at the other end; if these repairs are
sffacted, ten C.A.F. and ten commercial planes could use the field. They could
make at least three flights apiece to Mukden each day, making a total of sixty
loads. There. is a railroad operating right to the airfieid, and plenty of hangar
space for warehousing. .The C.A.F, has over 400,000 gallons of gasoline at the
field now.
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